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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC MOTORING FEDERATION Inc.
GPO Box 2862 Canberra ACT 2801
Tel / Fax (02) 9599 3726

27% July 2010

Ms Rondah Rietveld

The Prime Ministers Senior Adviser
Australia Labor Party

By E-mail

CANBERRA ACT

Dear Ms Rietveld,
Re: Cash For Clunkers

The Australian Historic Motoring Federation (AHMF) represents some 100,000
members across the country with our interest firmly centred on the preservation of
and use of historic vehicles.

Our members are proud to maintain Aunstralia’s largest moveable museun, at little
cost to the Government of the day. The State governments acknowledge our efforts
by providing relief to us in the way of reduced registration costs that recognise the
limited usage of these vehicles.

We are proud of our efforts and use our vehicles to assist local charities by conducting
displays and other events in order to raise much needed funds for those charities. We
attend sireet parades and support the various ANZAC Day parades through the
country to transport our Veterans and returned Servicemen so that they can
participate. Plus we are involved in Australia Day activities and much much more.
We hold special events and place our vehicles on display as a mobile museum to
inform the younger generation of our past. Additionally, we add $80 million annually
to the Australian economy to assist businesses with our spending ranging from repairs
and maintenance to accommodation during the events that we hold/attend across the
country.

We have read with interest the recent policy of your Party in regard to “Cash For
Clunkers”. Essentially we agree with the concept of removing older and unsafe
vehicles from our roads and we also applaud the initiative to assist people to own a
new more efficient vehicle.
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However we do not support:

labelling of afl pre 1995 cars as gas guzzlers and therefore unsafe

crushing vehicles traded in under this scheme

the view that by removing these vehicles the energy spent to replace them will
have a large effect on the environment
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QOur reasoning is as follows:

[. The majority of our vehicles have been restored to as near as possible to their
original specifications. Those that aren’t restored are at least maintained to a
high standard to ensure safe operation. While it is acknowledged that fuel
consumption was not a consideration when they were built, by the very nature
of restricted registration, they are used on a limited basis.
The crushing of the traded vehicles is likely to see vehicles of historic
significance destroyed. As well as their historic value, these vehicles are also
likely to provide a source of spares that will ensure that the current range of
vehicles are able to be maintained.
3. We question the likely energy savings to be realised because the limited usage
of these vehicles would be very unlikely to offset the energy that expended to
crush them.
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We request that you clarify this matter by public statement to the members and
general public that this offer is being made for vehicles that are not part of Australia’s
motoring history movement and it is not intended to label our vehicles as gas guzzlers
and unsafe.

We are able to offer a selection of suitable vehicles if required when making your
announcement.

Further, we offer our assistance to work with your policy advisers to define a clear
policy that will remove the “clunker” off the roads, whilst maintaining the integrity of
Australia’s moveable history.

Please contact me for any assistance that the AHMF can provide to you.

Yours sincerely,

T

Neil Athorn
President

Australian Historic Motoring Federation
Ph: 0408033839



